AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 28, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1075

Introduced by Committee on Agriculture (Matthews (Chair),
Maldonado (Vice Chair), Berg, Cogdill, Maddox, Maze,
Oropeza, Parra, Reyes, Salinas, Vargas, and Wiggins)

February 20, 2003

An actte-add-Section67423-5-te-the Feedand-Agredhitural-Code,

relating to nursery stock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 1075, as amended, Committee on Agriculture. Nursery stock:
lieenses-and-eertificatgmest contral

Existinglaw makes it unlawful for any person to willfully import into,
or ship or transport within, the state any live insect or any pest, except
by written permit by the director of the Unites States Department of
Agriculture, except as specified.

This bill would make various findings and declarations with respect
to the shipment of exotic pest species into California by out-of-state
shippers and would state the intent of the Legislature to (1) ensure that
companies shipping plants and plant products and other material that
may harbor exotic pests into this state do everything possiblevenr
the introduction of pests into California, and (2) to prevent out-of-state
shippers of agricultural products from placing themselves at an unfair
advantage over California companies through shipping practices
designed to skirt California laws.

Existingtawrequiresnursery—stock—sellerstobelicensed-hy the
Department—ofFood—and—Agreculture—Bxisting—taw—requires the
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-1—Section67423-54isaddedto-theFoed and

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares the
following:

(1) The introduction of exotic pest species into California
continues tglace the state at risk of infestation from these species
that may cause irreparable harm to the state’'s agricultural
industry.

(2) That certain out-of-state shippers of plant material are
taking advantage of existing shipping laws and regulations
intended to facilitate trade with other states while minimizing the
risk to California from the potential of exotic pest introductions.

(3) That by taking advantage of existing laws and regulations,
these out-of-state shippers also take urddivantage ofaputable
California companies that depend upon the availability of pest free
plantmaterial to maintain and promote their businesses within the
state.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to ensure that companies
shipping plants and plant products and other material that may
harborexotic pests into this state do everything possiblegogmt
the introduction of pests into California.

(c) Itis also the intent of the Legislature to prevent out-of-state
shippers of agricultural products from placing themselves at an
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unfair advantage over California companies through shipping
practlces designed to sklrt California laws.
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